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into mental and moral faculties. Thus the character he
is born with is self-made, and marks the stage he has
reached in his long evolution. The good disposition,
the fine capacities, the noble nature are the spoils of
many a hard-fought fight, the wages of heavy and arduous
toil. The reverse marks an early stage of growth, the
small development of the spiritual germ.

The savage of to-day is the saint of the future; all
tread a similar road ; all are destined to ultimate human
perfection. Pain follows on mistakes and is ever
remedial; strength is developed by struggle; we reap^
after every sowing, the inevitable result; happiness
growing out of the right, sorrow out of the wrong. The
babe dying shortly after birth pays in the death a debt
owing from the past, and returns swiftly to earth,
delayed but for brief space and free of his debt to
gather the experience necessary for his growth. Social
virtues, though placing a man at a disadvantage in the
struggle for existence, perhaps even leading to the sacrifice
of his physical life, build a noble character for his future
lives and shape him to become a servant of the nation.

Genius inheres in the individual as the result of many
lives of effort, and the sterility of the body it wears does
not rob the future of its services, as it returns greater
on every re-birth. The body poisoned by a father's
drunkenness is taken by a spirit learning by a lesson of
suffering to guide its earthly life on lines better than
those followed in the past*

And so in every case the individual past explains the
individual present, and when the laws of growth are
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